POLAND A GREAT STATE      365
by the non-aggression pacts between the Soviet and Poland and the
Baltic States, now extended to 1945; by the convention defining the
aggressor signed in 1933 by the Soviet and eight neighbouring States;
and by the Polish-German agreement of February 1934, new relations
being established by direct contact.
It was undeniable that the situation in Eastern Europe had changed
from one of trouble to one of appeasement and equilibrium, whose
maintenance was in the general interest, and the Polish Government
regarded this achievement as a satisfactory and sufficient base for political
relations in Eastern Europe, but none the less was anxious, as Poland
was the friend and ally of France, to meet the wishes of the French
Government so far as these could be reconciled with the primordial
necessity of preserving the improved situation. The relevant considerations
were (i) France did not desire to leave out of the proposed pact any
of the States directly interested, and with this Poland agreed, but Germany
was left out, and her omission created an entirely new situation which
completely modified the French project. And if Germany was included,
Poland would ask, in order to maintain the progress already made, the
inclusion in the pact of the Polish-German agreement of February 1934:
(2) In the pact Poland could not assume obligations of guarantee for States
not in normal relations with her (Lithuania): (3) The pact was supposed
to cover North-East Europe, yet included Czechoslovakia, which belonged
to the Danube area, and Poland could not agree to this till after a study
of all the questions it raised for her. The addition of this State
automatically raised the question of the relations of the other Danube
States to the North-East group. By tradition Poland was favourable to
all the Danube States, and she saw a great inconvenience in arbitrarily
selecting one for inclusion in the pact.
The overriding consideration in the view of the Polish Government
was that all measures must be taken for maintaining the state of security
and equilibrium actually existing in North-East Europe, and representing
what was essential progress as compared with the very recent past.
Obtained after long bilateral negotiations, the present undeniably better
situation must be preserved in face of the complexity and uncertain issue
of multilateral negotiations. Attached to the maintenance of positive,
though limited, results realized in Eastern Europe during the last two
years, the Polish Government must confirm the attitude it has taken to
the pact.
That attitude was now known well enough, French opinion took
the line that the Polish and German Governments were acting in
concert, and that the end of the Franco-Polish alliance was in
sight. The Polish Press replied in kind, but it did not admit that
the alliance was terminated; it stressed once more the poeitfen
of Poland as an independent Power, and her right to a policy ©f
her own.

